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We pray that 2013 is progressing well for you. We started it on a very sad note with the sudden and
shocking passing on of my sister, Vimbai Chikwati, on the 10th of January.

We were glad though that Takudzwa was able to be with
us for several days in December and part of January. We
are happy that he has been doing well in his studies,
appearing on the Dean’s list twice so far. He continues to
need the help that is required for an international student
including health coverage.
Takunda and I are “home alone” as Angella is away in
Harare for a year studying Nursing Administration.

When you are so few at home sometimes you just let birthdays pass without any noticeable
celebration. The students, however, held a surprise birthday party for me and even showered me
with gifts. The church hall was almost full.

We closed the year in the usual fashion of holding the End of Year Farewell and Graduation Parties
for the Preachers’ Club and the Sunday School Kids. The Preachers’ Club continues to be very active
at school and in the community as we preach to students and hold outreaches in the villages. At
Matedzi Church of Christ outreach the students did a spectacular job, putting into practice what we
teach them.
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Because of the several activities we held at school this past year we celebrated several baptisms of
students. Between September and December I baptized 34 students.

We have also been blessed by lots of traditional and modern weddings by our youth. This to us is
an indication that some listen to what we teach them. I had the privilege of preaching at my young
brother, Tavonga’s marriage and my sister’s daughter, Diana, who both married their sweethearts at
the close of the year. Angella has also had opportunities to give a few words of advice at weddings.
I have also had chances to preach at farewell parties for workers who were either retiring or
transferring from one workstation to another. Mr. Mazambara moved from Mashoko Central Primary
School to be headmaster of another Christian School while Mr. Munangi retired. It was just great to
preach to invited guests, Christians and non-Christians.

Big Sundays or Combined Sundays continue to be great opportunities for us to preach the Word. We
have started showing Christian movies at some of these services and they are being well received,
thanks to the attraction of the audiovisual projector we used at the Magocha Big Sunday. We still hope
that we will be able to acquire more Shona movies that can be easily understood by the majority of
our audiences.

In October I took six men to Marondera, some six
hundred kilometers away, to attend a four-day
National Men’s Fellowship of the Churches of Christ
in Zimbabwe. One of our preachers, Happison
Muvengwa, preached there and did a wonderful job.
We plan to also introduce a Men’s Fellowship in our
district. We already have fellowships for women and
youth in the district.
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We held a couples' fellowship at Mashoko
Church of Christ that gave us an opportunity to
minister to several people who do not come to
church but whose spouses are our members.
I jointly taught the couples with pastor
Ngwerume and the response was quite
overwhelming. Some have now joined us while
some are calling for yet another such
gathering.

I get invited to speak and officiate at several Christian schools when they hold special functions
where they invite parents and other delegates. At one prize-giving ceremony at Mukanga I was
touched noticing one very bright young girl receiving book prizes but she had no shoes on. I pledged
to buy her school shoes and I have fulfilled it.

For the past six years we have been helping some less fortunate kids with school fees. One such
student is Ancilla Maziva who has passed her Advanced High School very well. She is ready to go to
university but at the moment we cannot afford these university fees since they are much higher than
high school fees. When I discovered her she was not going to school because there was no one to
sponsor her education. We will be very grateful to any who would want to assist Ancilla.
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We work with five other ministers in our ministry. Apart from participating in various ministry programs,
they are strategically located at different places, including resettlement areas where they work with
several churches, doing evangelism. Between August and December they had 21 baptisms and 9
rededications. These are wonderful family men who have left their homes to work with us. However,
the challenge we have now is that their remuneration from us has fallen too far below the poverty
datum line. It is becoming very difficult for them to financially take care of their homes and families.
Church members they work with are widely subsistence farmers whose incomes are terribly low to be
of any significant help to the ministers because of the persistent perennial droughts in their areas of
operation. We are kindly asking you, our ministry partners, to prayerfully consider the plight of our
ministers.
Needs

Praises
Visit with Takudzwa
Ancilla and Takudzwa’s good results
Many baptisms
Various opportunities to preach the
Word

Ministers’ allowances
Vehicle repairs
University fees for Ancilla
Health insurance for Takudzwa

.
We cannot thank you enough for the marvelous job you are doing through our
ministry in Zimbabwe. We continually lift our prayers to God for you as you
faithfully partner with us in His work.

Stephen Chikwati
Director of Ministries
Zimbabwe Church Development Ministries (ZCDM)
chikwati@mweb.co.zw
chikwati@gmail.com
Mashoko Christian Hospital
P. Bag 530 N
Nyika, Zimbabwe

4!
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Shirley Beegle
shirl68bee@aol.com
Northern Hills Christian Church
9470 Winton Road
Cincinnati, OH 45231
U.S.A
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Angella

Takudzwa

Wedding at Matara

Preachersʼ Club
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